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made. In the absence of her husband she commonly wore only coarse
cloth, not dyed, but in the natural colour of the wool, such as the poor
people used. She strongly recommended to her maids of honour simplicity
of dress, penance, and assiduous prayer, that several of them were warmed
into an imitation of her virtues; but they could only follow her at a distance,
for she seemed inimitable in her heroic practices, especially in her profound
humility, with which she courted the most mortifying humiliations. In
attending the poor and the sick she cheerfully washed and cleansed the
most filthy sores, and waited on those that were infected with the most
loathsome diseases.

Her alms seemed at all times to have no bounds; in which the good
landgrave rejoiced exceedingly, and gave her full liberty. In 1225,
Germany being severely visited by a famine, she exhausted the treasury,
and distributed her whole crop of corn amongst those who felt the weight
of that calamity heaviest. The landgrave was then in Apulia with the
emperor; and at his return the officers of his household complained loudly
to him of her profusion in favour of the poor. But the prince was so well
assured of her piety and prudence, that without examining into the matter,
he asked if she alienated his dominions. They answered, ** No/' " As for
her charities," said he, " they will entail upon us the divine blessings; and
we shall not want so long as we suffer her to relieve the poor as she does/*
The castle of Marpurg, the residence of the landgrave, was built on a steep
rock, which the infirm and weak were not able to climb. The holy mar-
gravine, therefore, built a hospital at the foot of the rock for their reception
and entertainment; where she often fed them with her own hands, made
their beds, and attended them even in the heat of summer when that place
seemed insupportable to all those who were strangers to the sentiments of
her generous and indefatigable charity. The helpless children, especially
all orphans, were provided for at her expense. Elizabeth was the foundress
of another hospital, in which twenty-eight persons were constantly relieved:
she fed nine hundred daily at her own gate, besides an incredible number
in the different parts of the dominions, so that the revenue in her hands
was truly the patrimony of the distressed. But the saint's charity was
tempered with discretion; and instead of encouraging in idleness such as
were able to work, she employed them in a way suitable to their strength
and capacity. Her husband, edified and charmed with her extraordinary
piety, not only approved of all she did, but was himself an imitator of her
charity, devotion, and other virtues: insomuch that he is deservedly styled
by historians the Pious Landgrave. He had by her three children, Herman,
Sophia, who was afterwards married to the Duke of Brabant, and Gertorude,
who became a nun and died abbess of Aldemburg. Purely upon motive*
of religion the landgrave took the cross to accompany the Emperor Fredenc
Barbarossa, in the holy war, to Palestine, The separation of this pious and